The Townsend-Warner History Prize 2022: Paper 1 — Report

The return of the traditional Townsend Warner timetable has, I hope, brightened the start of
what can be a rather gloomy term. For my part, the quality of your pupils’ responses gave much cheer.
There were some great results with the average mark for those qualifying for Paper Two up from last
year.

An impressive sixteen pupils scored over 70 and three secured marks above 80, with, at the top,
Conrad Lai (Shrewsbury House) on 86, and Huck Acott (Westminster Under) three marks behind.

Candidates demonstrated very strong knowledge of battles and dates. Historical figures were
dealt with well, as were the majority of the triplets clues. Strong knowledge of British history was
evident throughout, although it is equally clear that your schools are stretching pupils beyond the
Tudors and Stuarts. From Sykes-Picot to the significance of the USS Monitor candidates displayed an
impressive historical hinterland. The toughest question on the paper, as measured by the small number
of correct responses, was the meaning of Oak Apple Day, which marks the restoration of the Stuarts.

Following tradition, some highly entertaining answers appeared: Lanfranc was described as a
“mischievous baron”, Cromwell was a “jack of all trades”, and the Gordon Riots were “led by some
chap called Gordon”. Perhaps the greatest range of humorous answers came in response to the name of
the company established in 1600 to bring tea to England. While most candidates identified this as the
East India Company, many put down Yorkshire, Twinings, and Fortnum & Mason. Wonderful stuff!

None of this, of course, would be possible without your inspiration and encouragement: thank
you. Naturally, much time is absorbed preparing pupils for the rigours of scholarship papers, entrance
exams and CE; but given this, it is truly gladdening to see how the wider subject of History is
flourishing in your schools.

I wish all those continuing to Paper Two the very best of luck.
Mr Alastair Cook Harrow School




