THE TOWNSEND-WARNER HISTORY PRIZE 2026
www.townsend-warner-history.co.uk

PAPER TWO

INSTRUCTIONS
1.  The time allowed is TWO HOURS.
2.  Answer ALL questions.  Questions 2, 3 and 4 are on the second side.
3.  Avoid writing about the same subject twice.
4.  Marks will be allocated as follows:
           Question 1 – 30 marks (15 marks each)     Question 2 – 20 marks
           Question 3 – 20 marks    Question 4 – 30 marks

1.    Write fully on TWO of the following:
Stonehenge (3100-1600BC)				Peter the Great (1672-1725)
Alexander the Great (356-323BC)			The Palace of Versailles (1661-1715)
Julius Caesar (100-44BC)				The Battle of Culloden (1746)
The Antonine Wall (AD142)				George Handel (1685-1759)
St Augustine (354-430)				Horatio Nelson (1758-1805)	
Athelstan (895-939)					The Peterloo Massacre (1819)
Motte and Bailey Castles				The Rainhill Trials (1829)
William I in England (1067-1087)			Chartism (1838-1857)
The Murder of Becket (1170)				Sir Robert Peel (1788-1850)
Simon de Montfort (1208-1265)			I. K. Brunel (1806-1859)
Llewlyn ap Gruffydd (1228-1282)			The Indian Rebellion (1857-1858)
Edward I and Scotland (1287-1307)			The Origin of Species (1859)
The Battle of Crecy (1346)				The Suffragettes (1903-1914)
Joan of Arc (1412-1431)				Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936)
The Fall of Constantinople (1453)			Trench Warfare (1914-1918)
The Princes in the Tower (1483)			Vladimir Lenin (1870-1924)			
Vasco da Gama (1460-1524)				Mein Kampf (1925)
Cardinal Thomas Wolsey (1475-1530)		The Abdication Crisis (1936)
The First English Prayer Book (1549)			Winston Churchill’s Career before 1940
Michelangelo (1475-1564)				The Spanish Civil War (1936-1939)
Elizabeth I’s Navy (1558-1603)			The Spitfire (1938-1948)
The Essex Rebellion (1601)				Hiroshima (1945)
The Mayflower (1620)					The Arab-Israeli War (1967)
The Battle of Edgehill (1642)				The Sinking of the General Belgrano (1982)
Samuel Pepys (1633-1703)				Hong Kong (1998-2025)

 (30 marks)
2.   Write 10-15 lines on the story and significance behind ONE of these quotations:
a)   ’To no man will we sell, or deny, or delay justice.’ (1215)
b)   ‘When Adam delved and Eve span, who was then the gentleman?’ (1381)
c)    ‘Be of good comfort, Master Ridley, and play the man.   We shall this day light such a
        candle by God’s grace in England, as I trust shall never be put out.’ (1555)
d)   ‘I see the birds have flown.’ (1642)
e)   ‘I am weary of travelling and resolve to go abroad no more.’ (1660)
f)    ‘Up, Guards, and at ‘em.’ (1815)
g)    ‘The very first requirement in a hospital is that it should do the sick no harm.’ (1854)
h)    ‘I believe it is peace in our time.’ (1938)
i)    ‘That’s one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.’ (1969) 
(20 marks)

3.   EITHER     If you were asked to decide what history should be taught to those of school
      age up to 18, outline three themes or topics you would choose to include and explain
      the reasons for your choices.
 
 OR     Choose an important day in history where you would like to have been present.
      Describe what role you would like to have played.   Briefly outline what happened on that day, how events turned out as they did and explain what the consequences were.
(20 marks)

4.  Write an essay on ONE of the following:

a)  Write on one of the following: the main features of Roman Britain; King Alfred; 
the achievements of Henry II; the problems of King John; the Wars of the Roses
b)  What were the most striking features of the first Elizabethan Age (1558-1603)? 
c)  Describe the achievements of any one significant personality in the history of Britain 
     between 1485 and 1714 and explain his, or her, importance in the history of the country.
d)  Describe the course of any important battle and explain fully why the battle was
     significant in its consequences.
e)  Explain the significance of one of the following: the English Civil Wars (1642-50);
     the Industrial Revolution in Britain; the Russian Revolution of 1917; the Communist 
     victory in China in 1949; the end of the Cold War in 1989
f)   Describe the achievements and importance of any one musician, or writer, or artist, 
     or architect.
g)  Explain the importance of one of the following in the history of the United States of 
     America: the American Declaration of Independence (1776); the American Civil 
     War (1861-1865); the Civil  Rights movement (1955-1968)
h)  Choose any country other than Britain. Explain the importance of the major developments
     in that country in either the nineteenth, or twentieth, centuries.
i)  2025 was the eightieth anniversary of the end of World War Two. Assess the significance of    
     the Allied victory, especially in the light of the history of the world in the eighty years since.
(30 marks)


Answers to:  Hugh Thompson, Coolbawn, 25 Links Drive, Radlett, Hertfordshire, WD7 8BD
Please enclose a formal certificate of invigilation.
