The Townsend Warner Prize 2026 (Paper 1)
The quality of this year’s Townsend Warner Paper 1 has been extraordinary: the average mark going through to Paper 2 is up by some margin, with 30 candidates scoring 80 or above (up from 6 last year), over 50 securing 70 or above (up from 26 last year), and the top score moving to an impressive 97 (Orley Farm School). This year’s results show that your pupils are balancing their preparation for Common Entrance and scholarships with broad historical reading and study; learning for the joy of learning, rather than simply adhering to the strict rigours of entrance papers. None of this, and indeed the existence of The Townsend Warner Prize, is possible without your teaching and support - thank you.
Candidates overwhelmingly demonstrated strong knowledge of dates (1), battles (3), and medicine (8). Pleasingly, most candidates were able to tackle the Tudors and Stuarts (6) with relative ease, as they did when confronted with British monarchs (4). 20th century European history (7) tested the top candidates though and saw the smallest number of marks scored across the cohort. The most difficult question, as measured by the smallest number of correct answers, required candidates to identify the link between Kerak, Krak des Chevaliers, and Montreal. These are of course crusader castles, but the inclusion of Montreal (modern day Jordan) was a real googly, stumping many, and resulting in lots of answers related to Canada. Second place though went to The Defenestration of Prague, with only the top candidates able to offer an accurate explanation. I was also surprised that few candidates knew what a Military Order was – with most (understandably) suggesting that it was “an order, given in the military”. Once again though the best candidates always secured the mark, with many giving examples of the Knights Hospitaller and Knights Templars. Overall though the breadth and accuracy of knowledge demonstrated by the candidates was wonderful, making this year’s marking process a real joy. 
There have also been the usual humorous responses (which I will report below, as per tradition). A troubadour was thought to be a “troublesome Frenchman” according to one candidate, while The Gordon Riots were “started by some bloke call Gordon” wrote another. My favourite response though was to who said “No! No! No!” [Margaret Thatcher] – the answer given: my parents… All part of the fun of The Townsend Warner Paper 1. 
Thank you once again for your on-going support for this wonderful prize, and I wish all Paper 2 candidates the very best of luck. 
Alastair Cook
Harrow School 

